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From the Chair
More than a year ago, the COVID-19
pandemic changed how we live and
work in ways we are still dealing with
today. The manner in which the
members of our department responded
continues to inspire me, and I am
grateful to be a part of such an
amazing group.
As UF Health came together to fight
COVID-19, we rolled up our sleeves.

Gib Upchurch Jr., MD, Chair
University of Florida Department of Surgery

READ MORE

Meet our new members
Join us in welcoming some of the best and brightest to our team.

READ MORE

Honors, accolades, and awards
Celebrate our team's accomplishments throughout the spring.

READ MORE

Surgery in the spotlight
Take a look at some of the media coverage we received. Click each logo to view the story.

Education
University of Florida Department of Surgery trains some of the best residents in the country. Below, Drs.
McKean and Underwood share moments and advice from their journey thus far at UF Health.

Patrick Underwood, MD

Jordan McKean, MD

Meet Match Day 2021's newest additions to our team.
READ MORE

Research Roundup
Discover a collection of our monthly publications including The Lancet Respiratory Medicine, Surgery and
Annals of Surgery.
READ MORE

International research outlines early outcomes on lung transplantation for severe COVID19
The UF Health lung transplant team has collaborated with researchers around the world to identify
preliminary guidelines for successful transplantation in patients whose lungs have been permanently
damaged by the SARS-CoV-2 virus. Read more>>

Abdominal transplant team performs 2,000th liver transplant
Like most mornings, Thiago Beduschi, M.D., spent it in the OR, performing a liver transplant.
Unlike most mornings, this liver transplant was UF Health’s 2,000th–accounting for 2,000 lives
saved at UF Health’s transplant center. Read more>>

Grant seeks to prevent implicit bias among clinical researchers, address racial disparities
in clinical trials
A team of all-female physicians and scientists is leveraging personal experiences with
underrepresentation in medicine to begin identifying a solution toward implicit bias in clinical
research. Read more>>

Dysphagia following cardiac surgery: Risk factors and paths forward
New research published in the Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery highlighted previously
underrecognized threats to postoperative success. Read more >>

New research reveals non-Hispanic Black patients are disproportionately left off liver
transplant waitlists—and why
A new study published in the Journal of the American College of Surgeons shed light on key factors
as to why non-Hispanic white patients get placed on liver transplant waitlists at disproportionately
higher rates than non-Hispanic Black patients. Read more >>

UF Health lung transplant program outcomes nation’s best
The UF Health Shands Hospital lung transplant program tops the list as the best in the United States
for one-year risk-adjusted survival rates, according to the Scientific Registry of Transplant Recipients,
SRTR. Read more >>

UF Health introduces new era of cardiovascular medicine in Central Florida
The cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons of Leesburg Ocala Heart Institute are the newest
members of UF Health Physicians. Read more >>

Building bridges to better care
Even after 10 years and more trips than she can count, when UF Health pediatric surgeon Robin Petroze,
M.D., M.P.H., moves about in Rwanda, she’s still called “Mzungu.’’ Read more>>

Patient Highlight: Utah nurse with COVID-19 discharged from UF Health after double-lung
transplant
After providing lifesaving care to COVID-19 patients, Jill Holker, a frontline ICU nurse from Utah became a
patient herself. Read more>>

Patient Highlight: Doctor's Day 2021
As a child, Bryan Klemm was diagnosed with a progressive, end-stage lung disease that would
someday require him to get a transplant. After nearly 25 years of disease progression and a
declining quality of life, he was referred to UF Health to be matched for a double-lung transplant.

Patient Highlight: First triple-organ transplant of its kind in the state paves the way for
lifesaving multiorgan procedures
If Clayton Barber were to overcome his congenital heart problem, his University of Florida Health surgical team
would have to successfully transplant a heart, liver and kidney. They would have to go for the gold. Read

more >>

Global surgery is an emerging field in academic surgery.
As an academic department, our view of global surgery goes beyond volunteer missions, focusing on
developing sustainable partnerships that understand the complex, transnational issues related to
providing equitable surgical care in diverse populations. Exploring global and local health equity and
health disparities is fundamental to developing a global surgery program. More and more prospective
surgical residents look to surgical departments that can provide them with the opportunity to learn
without borders.
Programs like the UF Global Surgery and Health Equity Program provide transformative trainee
experiences that foster improved cultural competence and understanding of the larger context of
health care, giving them the ability to use available resources effectively while providing care that is
of optimal value and develop into global surgical leaders.
Your gift helps our program grow—and, by extension, gives back to the underserved populations our
physicians will treat.
GROW WITH US

University of Florida Department of Surgery
P.O. Box 100286, Gainesville, FL 32610
Administrative calls: 352.265.0646
Patient appointments/questions: 352.265.0535
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